ST. ANDREW CHURCH
WEDDING POLICY

Dear Bride and Groom,
We are pleased St. Andrew Church can help you celebrate such a joyous occasion.
Your wedding is first and foremost a religious ceremony and thus deserves the utmost
respect and dignity, as does our Church, which is a sacred place. That is why we, as a
Parish have developed this wedding policy by which we expect you to abide.
GENERAL INFORMATION

You may…
•

Celebrate your wedding at St. Andrew Church on Friday evening or Saturday at or before 2:00. The
maximum capacity of the Church is 500 people.

•

Only one wedding per day will be scheduled due to limited time on Friday evenings and our
Saturday Confession and Mass schedules.

•

Be married by a non-parish Priest with permission from our Pastor.

•

Take photographs during and after your wedding. The photographers and videographers or their
equipment may not be in the sanctuary (from the steps forward) during the entire ceremony.

You and your guests may not…
•

Eat or drink anything in Church other than the consecrated bread and wine. The only exception is
water for the vocalists.

•

Consume alcoholic beverage on church property other than in the rented reception hall and only
after the wedding. If there is abuse in this area, the Parish Priest and/or other officiating Priest have
the right to cancel the wedding.

•

Throw rice, birdseed, confetti or any other material inside or outside in order to prevent hazardous
walking. If this happens beyond your control, you are responsible for the clean up.

•

Smoke in gathering area, bridal dressing room or outside of church by the front doors.

You must…
•

Contact the Church office to reserve the Church and/or reception halls at least six (6) months in advance. Be sure to reserve the church for your rehearsal. You will be asked to sign a rental agreement if applicable.

•

Read the two pages on St. Andrew Wedding Coordinator, you are required to reach out to the
Deacon and set up times to meet with him after you have met with Father.
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You may…

DECORATIONS

•

Contact the office for assistance with questions about use of the Church and any special decorating requests.
Call the office at 896-5010 for the name and telephone number of a contact person.

•

Decorate the Church for a Friday evening wedding after 5:00 p.m. Decorate for a Saturday wedding after 8:00
a.m. provided there are no services that day, such as a funeral. Call the office a day or two before the date to
check the latest service schedule.

•

If a florist candelabra is used, it must be the kind that a wax candle Is placed inside a tube to avoid dripping wax.

•

Use candles at end of pews only with hurricane lamps and candle tubes. Clamps must be padded to prevent
scratching the pews. Please be careful when removing candles to avoid spilled wax.

•

Remove parish floral arrangements in the sanctuary, but they must be returned to their original locations after the
wedding.

•

Use an aisle runner, although they are discouraged because they seldom roll out straight, leaving wrinkles that
can trip guests.

•

Only use silk flower petals on the carpet or aisle runner. This will avoid staining the carpet.

•

The entrance procession should, if possible, include a cross bearer to help set a sacred tone for the ceremony.

•

The following are the options for the order of the procession: after seating of any grandparents/parents, the ministers process in, then the wedding party with bridesmaids and groomsmen; then (without preference of one option
over another): a. groom with parents; bride with parents; or, b. groom, then bride (with father); or, c. bride and
groom together.

•

The bride and groom are to stand, sit and kneel with the same posture as the assembly, unless otherwise indicated by the rubrics (e.g., at the Nuptial Blessing or placing of the Lazo).

You may not…
•

Move Church decorations for Advent, Christmas, Lent, or Easter seasons without specific permission from the
Pastor. If items can be easily moved, an exception can be made.

•

Relocate any equipment or furnishings.

•

Use scotch or other tape on any wood item or wall in Church

•

Use any of the Parish candles.

•

Use a Unity Candle

•

Have an entrance procession which would include children being pulled in a wagon or stroller; if a child is not old
enough to walk unassisted, in an orderly fashion that avoids distraction, they should be carried by another.

You must…
•

Designate a responsible person to have the church back in order by 9:00 p.m. for a Friday evening wedding; 3:30 p.m. for a Saturday wedding. This person will make sure all wedding decorations are removed, programs are picked up in pews and entrances, clean up any debris, place all original Church decorations, i.e., arrangements, kneelers, chairs and candles back in their original location. Please be aware that you can be held
liable for any damage caused by your decorations. Please use caution when removing.
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MUSIC

You may…
•

Employ musicians other than those who currently serve our parish community; however, they should familiarize themselves with our Church’s equipment prior to the ceremony. They can schedule a practice time by calling the parish
office at 896-5010. Please inform them that they, and you, assume financial responsibility for any equipment used.

•

Use the electronic keyboard, piano and sound system.

•

Contact the parish office for names of musicians for hire to play or sing during your wedding.

•

An entrance chant (hymn, song, refrain) is prescribed; this may take place immediately before, during or after the
wedding party’s procession.

•

All music in the church building is to be sacred music, including preludes; no ballads, pop, country, etc.

•

At Mass, if the couple desires to take flowers to Mary, this may be done after the distribution of Holy Communion with
a hymn to Mary (understood as the meditation hymn after Communion). At a wedding without Communion, this may
be done after the blessing and giving of rings (or after the blessing of arras, if this is done) with the hymn to Mary in
the place of the optional “hymn or canticle of praise” (cf. The Order of Celebrating Matrimony, no. 102).

You or your musicians may not…
•

Attempt to adjust the Church sound system. Please call the parish office at 896-5010 if you have questions.

•

Move or remove any sound equipment or instruments from its normal location.

•

There is not to be a “song of peace” as part of the Sign of Peace and before the singing/recitation of the Lamb of God.

You must…
•

Select wedding readings & music in accordance with the Diocesan regulations, which can be found in “Preparing A
Catholic Marriage Ceremony”, on line or “Together for Life”, booklet which will given to your at your meeting with the
pastor and the song list can be found on our parish website.

You may…

BRIDES DRESSING ROOM

•

Use the Brides Room for dressing before the ceremony. Be sure to assign someone to clear the room of personal
items and pick up in general after the wedding.

•

While rehearsal is relative informal, please dress respectfully, as you are in the House of the Lord. Tobacco products,
beverages or food must never be brought into the Church. This rule applies to the rehearsal, before and after the
wedding, and during photographs. Please do not allow any loud talking or shouting in the Church building. Please
remind others to keep a respectful attitude in the Church building at all times. Be aware that there is a prayer room
adjacent to the main body of the Church where people may be praying. We do not want to disturb them.

•

Make plans with the Pastor or Deacon prior to the wedding as to when you need the church open.

REHERSAL
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THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
Regarding the necessity of a Catholic to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation prior to Marriage, the Code of
Canon Law 1065 §1 states: “Catholics who have not yet received the sacrament of confirmation are to receive it before they are admitted to marriage if it can be done without grave inconvenience.”
MIXED MARRIAGES, MARRIAGE BETWEEN A CATHOLIC AND NON-CATHOLIC
With the permission of the Diocesan Bishop, the minister of the non-Catholic party may participate in the
Catholic wedding by proclaiming a scripture reading, giving a brief exhortation, and offering a simple blessing, but not the nuptial blessing for the couple.
APPENDIX II
MARRIAGE BETWEEN A CATHOLIC AND NON-CATHOLIC
(From the Directory for the Application of Principles and Norms on Ecumenism)
• In liturgical celebrations taking place in other Churches and ecclesial Communities, Catholics are encouraged to take part in the psalms, responses, hymns and common actions of the Church in which they are
guests. If invited by their hosts, they may read a lesson or preach (see no. 118).
Regarding assistance at liturgical worship of this type, there should be a meticulous regard for the sensibilities of the clergy and people of all the Christian Communities concerned, as well as for local customs which
may vary according to time, place, persons and circumstances. In a Catholic liturgical celebration, ministers
of other Churches and ecclesial Communities may have the place and liturgical honors proper to their rank
and their role, if this is judged desirable. Catholic clergy invited to be present at a celebration of another
Church or ecclesial Community may wear the appropriate dress or insignia of their ecclesiastical office, if it is
agreeable to their hosts. Roman Catholic clergy are not allowed to concelebrate any type of eucharistic liturgy with Churches or ecclesial communities not in communion with the Holy Father; in these instances, choir
vesture or street attire would be acceptable (see no. 119).
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